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Applicable Goal:
Goal 1: Every approved educator preparation program meets or exceeds all accreditation standards and prepares knowledgeable, capable teachers and administrators who demonstrate effectiveness in helping all students reach educational achievement. 
Issue: 
Should the Education Professional Standards Board (EPSB) approve a charter to guide the work of a special committee to review and make recommendations to the board regarding literacy instruction requirements in middle school and high school initial certification programs, including those that result in P-12 certification? 
Background:
Literacy encompasses an array of skills for reading, writing, speaking, and listening in a variety of contexts. As discussed in Dr. Brenda Overturf’s presentation to the Education Professional Standards Board at its October 19, 2011, meeting, the need for improved adolescent literacy instruction in particular is great. As reported in that presentation, Kentucky’s 2011 ACT data indicated that 49.5% of 11th grade test takers met the college readiness benchmark in English, compared to 66% nationally. In reading, 35.3% of Kentucky 11th grade test takers met the benchmark, compared to 52% nationally. Dr. Overturf’s presentation is available at http://www.epsb.ky.gov/boardinfo/meetingagendas.asp .
The Literacy Preparation Advisory Committee will be charged with reviewing the literacy instruction preparation currently provided in Kentucky’s educator preparation programs for middle school, high school, and P-12 initial certification areas; examining relevant research and information related to best practices in literacy preparation; and then making recommendations to the board regarding literacy instruction preparation. 
Senate Bill 1 (2009) assigned several responsibilities to EPSB. These responsibilities include (a) ensuring that pre-service teachers and interns have the capacity to address the revised content standards and (b) collaborating with the Kentucky Department of Education to identify and address needs for improved pre-service writing instruction. Similarly, Senate Bill 163 (2010) charged the EPSB with examining educator preparation programs to ensure that all teachers are able to improve students’ content-area reading skills. 
The SB 1 directive refers to the Kentucky Core Academic Standards (KCAS), which include English Language Arts (ELA) standards for all instructional levels, P-12. The KCAS for ELA at the middle and high school levels identify specific standards for reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language; in addition, the KCAS for ELA include specific reading and writing standards for history/social studies, science, and technical subjects. Since the Literacy Preparation Advisory Committee will review the pre-service literacy preparation for teachers in all academic areas, it will address not only a directive of SB1 (2009) but also a directive of SB163 (2010). 
The Literacy Preparation Advisory Committee will also review and take into consideration the findings of a writing study carried out in response to the SB 1 assignment to identify and address needs for improved pre-service writing instruction. A summary of the methodology and findings of that study are scheduled to be presented to the EPSB at its August 6, 2012, meeting. Key findings from the study, which focuses on writing teachers and their preparation to teach writing, relate to current practices in pre-service preparation, types of professional development valued by teachers, and instructional practices used by more effective teachers of writing. 
Alternative Actions:
1. Approve the charter for the Literacy Preparation Advisory Committee.
2. Modify the charter for the Literacy Preparation Advisory Committee. 
3. Do not approve the charter for the Literacy Preparation Advisory Committee. 
Staff Recommendation: 
Alternative 1
Rationale:
Approval of this charter will allow the Literacy Preparation Advisory Committee to move forward with reviewing the current status of pre-service literacy preparation in middle school, high school, and P-12 initial certification programs and making recommendations regarding literacy instruction in these pre-service preparation. 
Contact Person:
Dr. Kim Walters-Parker, Director
Division of Educator Preparation
(502) 564-4606
E-mail: kim.walters-parker@ky.gov

Date:  
August 6, 2012





CHARTER
Literacy Preparation Advisory Committee 

Purpose
The Literacy Preparation Advisory Committee will review the literacy instruction preparation currently provided in Kentucky’s educator preparation programs for middle school, high school, and P-12 initial certification areas; examine relevant research and information related to best practices in literacy preparation; and make recommendations to the board regarding literacy instruction preparation. 
Membership of the Committee
The committee will include representatives from public and independent colleges and universities, state agencies, P-12 schools, and advocacy groups.  
Scope of Operation
The committee shall remain within statutory boundaries, but it may recommend regulatory, statutory, and policy changes to the EPSB.  
All committee members are expected to make a time commitment to the work. EPSB staff will provide support to the committee and provide the necessary resources for the committee to complete its work. 
Objectives
Following an examination of educator preparation programs’ current literacy preparation for middle school, high school, and P-12 initial certification programs, a review of research and other relevant expert information, and consideration of P-12 students’ literacy instruction needs, the Literacy Preparation Advisory Committee shall bring forth recommendations in the following areas: 
1. Identification of key features of effective literacy preparation programs for middle and high school teachers. 
2. Identification or creation of program and candidate standards that will ensure those key features of effective literacy preparation programs are present in all initial certification programs. 
3. Reporting and evaluation procedures to ensure that all middle school, high school, and P-12 initial certification programs meet the identified standards.  
4. Reporting and evaluation procedures to ensure that all candidates in middle school, high school, and P-12 initial certification programs meet the appropriate standards.  
Time Frame
The Literacy Preparation Advisory Committee will be expected to submit an intermediate report to the EPSB by January 2013, with a final report offering specific recommendations for literacy preparation submitted by May 1, 2013. 





