GUIDANCE DOCUMENT SENT TO ALL STATE SUPERINTENDENTS, PRINCPALS, SPECIAL EDUCATION DIRECTORS, AND OTHERS VIA E-MAIL ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2010

REGARDING CHANGES IN HIGHLY QUALIFIED TEACHER REPORTING FOR TEACHERS CERTIFIED

IN MODERATE AND SEVERE DISABILITIES

A Joint Message from Dr. Terry Holliday, Commissioner of the Kentucky Department of Education and Dr. Phillip Rogers, Executive Director of the Kentucky Education Professional Standards Board 

During a recent audit visit by the US Department of Education (USED), the visiting team identified a deficiency in the way Kentucky is reporting Highly Qualified Teacher (HQT) status for those teachers with Moderate and Severe Disability (MSD) classes (also called Functional Mental Disability or FMD).  

The USED advised us that the teachers of MSD students who take the regular Kentucky assessments MUST meet the same HQ requirements for EVERY core subject area taught by that teacher, if the MSD teacher is the one who initially delivers the core content to the students.  Teachers and administrators who have worked previously with HQ status will recognize this as the same HQ requirements that have been in place for Learning & Behavior Disorders (LBD) teachers since the inception of HQ Teacher requirements some ten years ago.

Therefore, before the annual HQ Report is done in March 2010, all principals should work, with the assistance of the district special education director, on determining the HQ status of all MSD teachers in their schools.  With any MSD teacher who is initially delivering the content material in the core areas of language arts, science, math and social studies, you can no longer automatically check that MSD teachers/classes are Highly Qualified on the March HQ Report to EPSB.  You must determine whether or not the students are receiving this core content via an HQ teacher, either by the service delivery of a collaboration model with other appropriately certified content area teachers, or by verifying that the MSD teacher is HQ for each of the core content areas that he/she presents initially to the students. 

Many of your MSD teachers may be able to prove their HQ status by using the HOUSSE Calculator via the EPSB website at http://kyepsb.net/nclb.asp.  Here they will also find guidance documents, including frequently asked questions regarding the use of the HOUSSE Calculator and other HQ topics.  This will be new to them and principals are urged to begin work with them now on ascertaining if they can be counted as HQ teachers for subjects they are presenting.  It is hoped that MSD teachers who have been in the classroom for a few years will have an appropriate number of HOUSSE credits, via professional development, course work, experience, etc. to meet the HQ requirements for most if not all core areas needed.  Teachers who are new to the profession will not be able to use HOUSSE.

When coding the HQT status for MSD teachers this spring, principals should remember the following information:

· “HQ Not Required” is not an acceptable option for coding. 

· MSD teachers who provide services for students participating in the alternate assessment must meet HQT requirements to at least the level of the content knowledge of an elementary teacher. 

· MSD teachers who provide services for students participating in the standard Kentucky assessments must meet the appropriate grade level HQT requirements for ALL of the core content areas in which they initially present core content to students. 

MSD teachers may use the HOUSSE calculator cited above to meet HQT requirements if this is needed or they may pass the appropriate Kentucky Praxis II test for the areas(s) in which they need to be deemed as HQ.  Information regarding these tests may be found at:  http://kyepsb.net/assessment/teachertests.asp .

The USED advised us that MSD teachers will have up to two years to engage in activities to get HQ status in the areas needed by the district in their situation.  Title II funds may be used to assist the teacher in this endeavor; however, a district and state plan to ensure that this occurs will be required.  Michael Dailey at the Kentucky Department of Education will be working with districts to coordinate these plans, and further communication will come from him in the future.  However, during this two-year period, teachers that do not meet the HQT status must still be checked as “Not Highly Qualified” on the annual HQ report.  


For now, principals should understand that they cannot “automatically” check MSD teachers as “HQ” nor can they check these teachers as “HQ Not Required” on this March’s HQ report.  Because this is an official “finding” of the USED, the state must take immediate and definitive action to ensure that the 2009-10 HQ data is accurate and reflects this change in the reporting of HQ status of MSD teachers.  


Should you have questions about the content of this e-mail, please address them to the addresses below, depending on the nature of your inquiry:

HQ Teacher or HOUSSE Calculator:  EPSBHQ@epsb.ky.gov
Title II funds to assist in HQ deficiencies:   Michael.dailey@ky.education.gov
Special education/collaboration model questions:  Renee.scott@ky.education.gov
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